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UPDATED MASKING PRECAUTIONS
· What you need to KNOW:
· Fit tested N95s are worn with all AGP procedures, regardless of COVID/PUI status.  Non fit-tested N95s/Level 3 masks are worn with all COVID/PUI who are not undergoing any AGP.
· We continue to see HCP exposures to patients who arrive asymptomatic but then convert to positive COVID while in-house.  We are now implementing mask to mask during care:  When the HCP enters the room/gym/procedural area for longer than a very brief visit, they should ask the patient and their visitor to please put their mask on while HCP in room providing care.  If patient is unable to self-mask, please assist them. If not tolerated, HCP don eye protection.   
· What this means for YOU:
· NEW:	
· Wear a fit tested N95 anytime you are in the presence of an AGP, regardless of COVID/PUI. Wear a non-fit tested N95 or a level 3 for COVID/PUIs not undergoing an AGP.
· Mask the patient and visitor. Please let our patients and visitors know that we are doing this to ensure everyone’s safety and reduce any unknown exposure while we provide their care. HCP will don eye protection (preferably full face shield) during all care in high risk areas such as ED and ICU. 
· Tips for Talking to Patients/Visitors About Masking:
· Please keep our message positive and supportive, focusing on their well-being and maintaining a safe environment for all.  
· You can call into the room ahead of time or when you knock and ask to enter:  - Right way: “Hello Mrs. Smith, it’s your nurse Sheila.  I’m here [with your medication], would you (and your visitor if present) mind putting on your masks before I come in?  If you need assistance, I’m glad to help.  
- Wrong way: “I need you to put your mask on so I can come in.”

· We understand that masking can create fatigue, but please avoid negative language such as “…they are making everyone wear masks all the time now,” be confident that we are doing the right things.
If you are having very brief contact, such as delivering a meal tray, damp mopping around the external room, helping the patient mask up, or if you will be remaining 6 feet away, the patient does not need to mask, however we do ask that the visitors be reminded that if they are within 6 feet of the patient, they should both mask as well.  This ensures everyone’s safety, all the time.
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