
  

 
 
Controlled Substance Documentation in MAR with Co-Signature UPDATE 
**CHANGES TO BOLUS DOCUMENTATION** 

 

It has been noted that there is 
currently no way for the nurse 
to document the unit of 
measure being used to 
document a medication bolus 
amount. Therefore, new fields 
have been added to the 
Controlled Substance MAR 
assessment to account for this. 
A new rule has also been 
added that will make the 
“Medication bolus dose” and 
“Unit of measure” required if 
“Bolus” is chosen as the 
“Infusion/application status”. 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

A list of the corporate approved 
Controlled Substance 
medications has been included 
in this tip sheet for awareness 
as needed. 
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Controlled Substance PCA Documentation in MAR UPDATE 
**ADDITION OF DOSING AND INTAKE FIELDS** 

 Previously, staff did not have 
the ability to document the 
current basal rate for their PCA 
medication. This correction will 
give staff the ability to do so. It 
will also allow them to 
document intake information 
and pause or end the infusion 
the same way that they would 
for all other infusions or 
titratable drips. 
 
Intake information will need 
to be added manually if a 
basal rate of “0” is entered. 
The system cannot calculate 
intake information for these 
types of running infusions. 
 

 

 

 

PLEASE NOTE:  
Having a basal dose rate of “0” 
for a PCA is common practice. 
Therefore, entering “0” in the 
“infusion rate (mls/hr)” field will 
not automatically pause a PCA 
infusion. Instead, staff will need 
to click on the carrot dropdown 
and choose “Pause”.  
 
To resume the infusion, enter 
the appropriate numerical basal 
rate using the regular keypad 
and the medication status will 
update to resume. 
 
Also, it is important to note that 
entering “0” into the dose rate 
will only be available for PCA 
medication documentation. 
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**New Bolus Documentation added to specific Pediatric MAR Medications** 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

In alignment with the Women’s 
and Children’s business line, a 
new assessment will be added 
to approved pediatric 
medications for staff to 
document boluses given.  
 
If the medication is a controlled 
substance, this information will 
be documented through the 
controlled substance 
assessment. If the medication 
is not controlled, a similar 
assessment will be shown. 
However, this assessment will 
not contain the controlled 
substance specific questions. 
The list of medications are as 
follows: 

• Dexmedetomidine 
• Fentanyl 
• Heparin 
• Hydromorphone 
• Ketamine 
• Midazolam 
• Morphine  

PLEASE NOTE: When 
documenting the 
“Infusion/application status” 
field, if “Bolus” is selected, 
“Medication bolus dose” and 
“Unit of measure” will become 
required fields.  
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It is also important to note that 
any Boluses being 
administered regardless of the 
assessment used will also 
trigger a co-signature to be 
required per IDC policy. The 
affected medications are the 
same as listed above: 

• Dexmedetomidine 
• Fentanyl 
• Heparin 
• Hydromorphone 
• Ketamine 
• Midazolam 
• Morphine  

A copy of the full IDC policy 
with noted co-sign triggers is 
included in this tip sheet. 
 
Furthermore, any medications 
on this list that are also 
considered controlled 
substances will continue to 
follow the normal process of 
requiring a co-signature at Start 
and with Chain of 
Custody/Handoff 
documentation. These bolus 
specific medications include: 

• Fentanyl 
• Hydromorphone 
• Ketamine 
• Midazolam 
• Morphine  

A copy of the corporate 
approved Controlled Substance 
med list has also been included 
in this tip sheet. 

 

 



   

 

  

 
 
 

 

 
 

 

 

• Order name is now “Blood 
Warmer Temp”  

 

• 38 degrees Celsius had been 
added as a temperature option  

 CHG0448151– Modifications to NxStage 
Blood Warmer Temp order 
Changes go in effect 04/15/26  



   

 

2    

 

• Other blood warmer temp 
(degrees Celsius) is now a 
number query that allows 2 digits.  
This query is required when 
“Other” is selected for Blood 
warmer temp query.  
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